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LEADERship Martin County Alumni Flashes Back to 

the ’80s to Support Youth LEADERship Program 

 LEADERship Martin County Alumni Foundation for Youth is set to host its 

annual fundraiser, an ’80s Murder Mystery Dinner, on Thursday, April 25 at 

5:30 p.m. at Aycock at Tradition in Port St. Lucie.  The event is a “who done it 

in spandex.” Expect a hilarious evening dedicated to themes of the 1980s (think 

glam rock, pop icons, Rubik’s cubes and vampire bats) while trying to solve the 

“mystery” playing out around you. 

 “This is the first signature fundraiser LEADERship Martin County 

Alumni has held since 2019,” said Cindy Groover, board president “We wanted 

to come back with something fun and different where we could have some 

laughs and support a great cause.” 

 Tickets are $125 and include a three-course dinner and two drinks. At-

tendees are highly encouraged to come dressed for the 1980s theme. In addition 

to the show, there will be a 50/50 cash-only raffle and a silent auction.  The 

event is hosted by Aycock Funeral Homes/Dignity Memorial at its Aycock  Tra-

dition location, 12571 Tradition Parkway in Port St. Lucie. 

 The LEADERship Martin County Alumni Foundation for Youth is a vol-

unteer-run, 501(c)(3) organization that oversees and funds the Martin Youth 

LEADERship program and an annual college “Nancy Sailer Youth LEADER-

ship Scholarship” for graduating seniors in Martin County. All net proceeds 

from this event will support these important educational enrichment initiatives 

to foster emerging leaders in the Martin County community. 

 Sponsorship opportunities are available. To purchase tickets and spon-

sorships, visit leadershipmcalumni.com. For specific inquiries about the event, 

email info@leadershipmcalumni.com.  
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LEADERship Class 33 was arrested and on their way to the Martin County jail by bus 

and paddy wagon.   The class enjoyed Public Safety Day by visiting the City of Stuart Police and 

Fire Rescue and Martin County Sherriff’s office and Fire Rescue and Court System.   

Clerk of Court Carolyn Timmann (class 10) moderated a court roundtable discussion with Under 

Sheriff John Budensiek (class 30), Stuart Chief of Police Joseph Tumminelli (class 20), State At-

torney Tom Bakkedahl (class 10), Deputy Chief of Court Service Healther Roth (class 25), Kevin 

Youngblood (26), Captain Bill Dowdy (class 31), Division Chief Christian Montoya (class 32) and 

many other officers and deputies assisted during the day.  The class learned about the many hats 

and training the law and fire officers are required to do to keep our community safe.   

Tim Kinane (1) assisted by Cindy Groover (class 30) presented the class with a leadership skill.  
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From the Board  -  Cindy Groover, President 

Join us for lunch and help celebrate the graduation ceremony of  Martin Youth LEADERship Class 25!  Our 

501(c)3 Alumni organization exists to support the Martin Youth LEADERship program and Scholarships.  

Join us and watch our mission come to life as Class 25 celebrates graduation.  

The graduation luncheon will take place on Tuesday, April 30 at Monarch Country Club in Palm City. 

Doors open at 11:00 and the program begins at 11:30. Students, parents, teachers, community leaders, com-

mittee members from Adult and Youth LEADERship, and LEADERship Alumni are invited to join us for 

the graduation lunch.  If you attend, please take this opportunity to meet our students and their families.  

Pick a table full of “strangers” and learn firsthand about the opportunities we provide our local youth. 

Invitations will be available online at the end of March on the LEADERship Alumni website: https://

members.leadershipmcalumni.com/event-calendar   If you would like to receive a personal invitation, please 

contact Jeanne Dunn at martinyouthleadership@gmail.com or at 772-486-4695. 

The students were welcomed to the Wolf Technology Center at IRSC by Dr. Denisha Bonds, Class 28, Coordi-

nator of Career Day and Career Coordinator at Clark Advanced Learning Center.  Students rotated through a 

morning of breakout career-related sessions designed to help them acquire the skills.  Students were given tips 

on business etiquette from alumni of last year’s Martin Youth LEADERship.  They learned about personal 

branding from Dr. Nicholas Brown, Master Instructor for the School of Business at IRSC.  They also critiqued 

their own resumes and LinkedIn  profiles with Dr. Bonds.  Finally, they learned job interviewing strategies 

from Ms. Roz Johnson Strong, Class 25, Director of Human Resources for the City of Stuart.     

In between sessions, the students of Martin Youth LEADERship participated in a Career Fair with approxi-

mately twenty local employers.  Students had the opportunity to learn more about these organizations as they 

searched for summer employment, internships and volunteer opportunities.  This opportunity allowed students 

to hone their newly learned skills. 

During lunch, students were treated to a “Professional and Casual Business Dressing” fashion show, presented 

by Suzanne Prior of IRSC. College students modeled formal and business casual looks that are acceptable in 

today’s workplace.  Assisting was Tera Kreuger, Class 32, of C& W Technologies and Grace Phillips, Class 33, 

of Carr, Riggs & Ingram. Following lunch, Sue Whittington, Class 14, CRPC and partner at Espinal, Stern and 

Whittington/Morgan Stanley, spoke about budgeting and financial success strategies.   (Pictures by Robin Hall) 

Martin Youth LEADERship’s Career Day 
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UPCOMING Stuart/Martin Chamber Events -- 772-287-1088 

 

  April 9, Tues., 7:45am, Business B4 Breakfast, Coquina Cove at Martin Downs, 3641 SW  Coquina Way, PC 

  April 10, Wed.,11:45am, Legislative Wrap-Up Lunch,  Sponsored by:FPL & WM, Crane Creek at Tesoro, 2000 SE Via Tesoro, PSL 

  April 16, Tues., 7:45am, Business B4 Breakfast,  Investment Planning Group,  740 SE Indian Street, Stuart 

April 17, 5:00-8:00pm,  AUCTION & BUSINESS AFTER HOURS - Tradewind Aviation- 2315 Witham Field Drive 

Stuart  -  Sky's The Limit  -  For information Contact Debbi for info: 287-1088, ext. 112 

April 30, Tues., 7:45am, Business B4 Breakfast,  SouthState Bank,  2400 SE Monterey Road, Stuart 



    

 LEADERship Alumni Board  
2023-2024 

President 
Cindy Groover 

Community Ambassador  
 

 Vice-President 
Chelsey Matheson 

Florida Atlantic University 
 

Exec. Vice President 
Dr. Tracey Miller 

Martin County School District 
  

 Treasurer 
Greg Nuttall 

Hill, Barth & King, LLC 
 

 Recording Secretary 
Jon Milton 

Milton Engineering Consultants 
 

Past President 
Sam Bruning 

Southern Magnolia Invest. Mgt. 
 

Directors 
 

Sarah Baker 
First Citizens Bank 

 
George Dzama 

Martin County Government 
  

Frank Fender 
TeamLogic IT 

 
Joanna Greene 

Martin County Government 
 

Jeremy Harris 
Growth Squad  

 
Charlene Lyons 

YMCA of the Treasure Coast  
 

 Kate  Muscarella 
EW Consultants , Inc. 

 
David Sarno 

Valley National Bank 
 

 Ex-Officio 
 

Youth Planning Chair 
Diana Bruton 

Treasure Coast Realty 
 

LEADERship  Prog.  Director 
Cindy LaConte 

Stuart/Martin County Chamber 
 

LEADERlines Editor 
Nancy Sailer 

 April  2024              LEADERship Alumni Newsletter               Page  8           

Note: Our monthly newsletter can 

now be viewed on our website 

www.LeadershipMCalumni.com 

  

Martin Youth LEADERship Applications are 

now accepted for next year’s Class 26 program.   

For more information about the program, go to 

https://leadershipmcalumni.com/youth-leadership/.  

The application is located at the bottom of the page.  

You can also contact Jeanne Dunn, Coordinator at 

martinyouthleadership@gmail.com

Jessica Bohner (28) 

Top Chef in 2023, is 

returning this year as 

one of the notable judg-

es for House of Hope’s 

Top Chef competition 

on April 8 at 7p.m. at The District 

Table & Bar in Stuart.  Jessica is 

with Premier Realty Group.. 

The purpose of  LEADERship  Martin  County  Alumni 

is to support the LEADERship Martin County Program; 

to provide education and networking opportunities for 

our members; and  to enhance community awareness of 

our members by providing opportunities to evaluate 

and act on issues affecting the community. 

V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D ! ! ! 

High School Graduation Night is a special night in the life of a 

teenager.  PGMCInc creates a lock-in at the YMCA for these stu-

dents giving them entertainment, food, and social time with their 

friends. We need VOLUNTEERS to assist.  

C a l l  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  7 7 2 - 2 6 1 - 0 7 7 9 

Visit website https://www.projectgraduationmc.org/ 

Email projgradmcinc@gmail.com   


